
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



1919 



ADVOCATE OF PEACE 



49 



to be elected by the other Powers represented at the Peace 
Conference be appointed to inquire into the conditions of 
employment from the international aspect and to consider 
international means necessary to secure common action on 
matters affecting conditions of employment and to recom- 
mend the form of a permanent agency to continue such in- 
quiry and consideration, in co-operation with and under the 
direction of the League of Nations. 

That a commission composed of two representatives 
apiece from the five great Powers and five representatives to 
be selected by the other Powers represented at the Peace 
Conference be appointed to inquire and report upon the in- 
ternational control of ports, water-ways and railways. 

Resolution on Reparation. 

The following draft of a resolution in regard to reparation 
for presentation to the Peace Conference was given out : 

That a commission be appointed which shall comprise not 
more than three representatives apiece from each of the five 
great Powers and not more than two representatives apiece 
from Belgium, Greece, Poland, Rumania, and Serbia to 
examine and report: 

First, on the amount of reparation which the enemy 
countries ought to pay ; second, on what they are capable of 
paying, and, third, on the method, the form, and time within 
which payment should be made. 

In the debate which followed the introduction of these five 
resolutions Belgium, Servia and other of the smaller nations 
made known their disapprobation of the representation 
which they had been assigned in the Conference by the "five 
Powers" forming the Supreme Allied Council. They were 
answered by the President, M. Clemenceau, pending later 
action as to the justice of their claims. 

The following committees were named on the 26th to carry 
out the provisions of these resolutions : 

Responsibility for the War — Great Britain, Sir Gordon 
Hewart; France, Capt. Andre Tardieu, and Ferdinand Lar- 
naude; Italy, Viterio Scialoia and Deputy Baimondo. 

Reparation— United States, B. M. Baruch, John W. Davis, 
and Vance McCormick; Great Britain, William Morris 
Hughes, Sir John Simon, and Baron Cunliffe ; France, L. L. 
Klotz, L. P. Locheur, and A. F. Lebrun; Italy, Antonio 
Salandra and Gen. Badoglio; Japan, Baron Makino and 
Baron Nobuakl. 

International Labor Legislation — United States, B. N. 
Hurley and Samuel Gompers; Great Britain, George Nicoll 
Barnes and Ian Malcolm; France, M. Colliard and L. P. 
Locheur; Italy, Signor Des Planches and Signor Cabrini; 
Japan, M. Otlchian and M. Oka. 

Regulation of Ports, Waterways, and Railroads — United 
States, Henry White; Great Britain, Sir John Simon; 
France, Andre Voiss and Albert Claveille; Italy, Signor 
Grespi and Signor de Martino; Japan, M. Yamakawa and 
Col. Sato. 

The personnel of the staff administering the Conference, 

is as follows: 

President : Georges Clemenceau, France. Vice-Presidents : 
Hon. Robert Lansing, United States; Right Hon. David 
Lloyd-George, British Empire ; V. B. Orlando, Italy ; Marquis 
Saionji, Japan. Secretary General: M. Dutasta, France. 
Secretaries: Joseph Clarke Grew, Minister Plenipotentiary; 
Leland Harrison, Counselor of Embassy; Col. U. S. Grant, 
3d, for United States ; Lieut. Col. Sir Maurice Hankey ; Her- 
man Norman, Counselor of Embassy; Brie Phipps, first 
secretary of Embassy, for British Empire ; M. P. Gauthier, 
Minister Plenipotentiary ; M. Debearn, Secretary of Embassy, 
for France; Comte Aldrovaudi, Minister Plenipotentiary; 
Marquis Charles Durazzo, Counselor of Legation; M. G. 
Brambilla, Counselor of Legation, for Italy; Sadao Saburi, 
Secretary at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, for Japan. 



Committee on Verification of Powers : Hon. Henry White. 
United States ; Right Hon. Arthur Balfour, British Empire ; 
Jules Cambon, France ; Marquis Salvago Raggi, Italy ; M. K. 
Matsui, Japan. 

Committee on Drafting: James Brown Scott, United 
States; Mr. Hurst, British Empire; M. Fromager, France; 
Ricci Dusatti, Italy ; M. H. Nagoaka, Japan. 

This bureau or staff was chosen provisionally at the first 
session, and this list includes the final choice. The "com- 
mittee on verification" is what under ordinary terms would 
be known as a committee on credentials. The "committee on 
drafting" has for its duty the important task of drawing up 
in legal form the various terms and declarations to be 
adopted by the Conference. Its head, it will be noted, is 
James Brown Scott, of Washington, D. C, President of the 
American Institute of International Law, and secretary of 
the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. 



THE INTER-ALLIED COUNCIL 

The First Sitting on January 12, and Subsequent Sessions 
and Communiques— Its Make Up and Dominant 
Control of Conference's Evolution. 
On Sunday, January 12, as soon as was possible after 
President Wilson's visit to Italy and following the British 
Premier's duties in connection with a domestic general elec- 
tion, the Supreme Inter-Allied Council met at the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, for its first session, one dealing distinctly 
with problems of conference organization. Those present 
were: 

President Wilson, Robert Lansing, the American Secretary 
of State; Lloyd George, A. J. Balfour, the British Foreign 
Minister; Premier Clemenceau, Stephen Pichon, the French 
Foreign Minister; Premier Orlando, Baron Sonnino, the 
Foreign Minister of Italy ; Marshal Foch, Georges Leygues, 
French Minister of Marine; Etienne Clemenceau, French 
Minister of Commerce, and Louis Loucheur, French Minister 
of Industrial Reconstruction. 

January 13.— Japan's representatives, Viscount Chinda 
and Ambassador Matsui, present. The official communica- 
tion, issued at the close of council, said : 

The meeting reached an agreement as to the terms on 
which the armistice is to be renewed on January 17. This 
included naval clauses, financial clauses, conditions of sup- 
ply, and provision for the restitution of material and ma- 
chinery stolen from France and Belgium by the Germans. 
The meeting also continued its discussion of procedure. 

January 15.— The official communique for the day, which 
was the product of the pressure of public opinion from 
without (see page — ), as well as of negotiations from 
within, in which adjustment President Wilson is and the 
American commission's desires were influential, read as 
follows : 

Hitherto it has been the practice of the Governments tak- 
ing part in the preliminary peace conventions, to issue 
separate communiques regarding the proceedings. From 
today it has been decided to issue a joint communique of 
which the following is the English text adopted by the 
British and American delegations: 

The President of the United States and the Prime Min- 
ister and Foreign Ministers of the Allied Powers, assisted 
by the Japanese Ambassadors in Paris and London, held two 
meetings today. In the course of these meetings the exami- 
nation of the rules of the conference has been continued and 
almost completed. 
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It was decided that the United States, the British Empire, 
France, Italy, and Japan should be represented by five dele- 
gates apiece. The British Dominions and India, besides, 
shall be represented as follows: Two delegates respectively 
for Australia, Canada, South Africa, and India, including 
the native States, and one delegate for New Zealand. 

Brazil will have three delegates. Belgium, China, Greece, 
Poland, Portugal, the Czeeho-Slovak Republic, Roumania, 
and Serbia will have two delegates apiece. Siam, Cuba, 
Guatemala, Hayti, Honduras, Liberia, Nicaragua, and Pan- 
ama one delegate apiece. 

Montenegro will have one delegate, but the rules concern- 
ing the designation of this delegate shall not be fixed until 
the moment when the political situation in this country 
shall have been cleared up. 

The meeting adopted the following two general principles : 
One — Each delegation being a unit, the number of delegates 
forming it shall have no influence upon its status at the 
conference. Two — In the selection of its delegation each 
nation may avail itself of the panel system. This will en- 
able each State at discretion to entrust its interests to such 
persons as it may designate. 

The adoption of the panel system will in particular enable 
the British Empire to admit among its five delegates repre- 
sentatives of the Dominions, including Newfoundland, which 
has no separate representation, and of India. 

January 16. — The Council was forced by dissatisfaction 
with its decision of the previous day and with the form its 
communiques had been taking, to deal with the issue of 
"publicity" and with information of the waiting world in a 
way satisfactory to nations which had come to expect from 
President Wilson's references to "open diplomacy" that the 
procedure at this council of nations was to be different and 
better than at any of its predecessors. The official state- 
ment said: 

The President of the United States of America and the 
Prime Ministers and Foreign Secretaries of the Allied 
Powers, assisted by the Japanese Ambassadors in Paris and 
London, met today at the Quay d'Orsay from 10.30 A. M. to 
12.30 P.M. 

The question of the relations between the conference and 
the press was first taken up. It was decided to call a meet- 
ing of the members of the press and the Allied and asso- 
ciated countries at the Press Club, No. 80 Avenue des Champs 
Elysee, today at 5 o'clock for the interchange of views as to 
the method to be adopted. 

The meeting then took up the question of the situation in 
Russia and agreed that the Governments should acquaint 
each other with the latest information at their disposal 
with a view to the joint examination of the question. 

January 17. — The Council met, and as consequence of its 
conference of the day before with representatives of Ameri- 
can, British, Italian, and Serbian journalism, included in 
the communique of the day, a full statement of the attitude 
of the Council toward "publicity." The document read : 

The President of the United States of America, the 
Prime Ministers and Foreign Ministers of the allied great 
powers, assisted by the Japanese Ambassadors in Paris and 
London, met at the Quay d'Orsay today, in the morning 
from 10.30 a. m. to 12.30 p. m., and in the afternoon from 3 
p. m. to 5.30 p. m. 

The French President of the Council read out the terms 
of the renewal of the armistice. 

The meeting decided to give Belgium and Serbia three 
delegates each at the conference. They likewise decided 
that the King of the Hedjaz was to be represented by two 
delegates. The question of the number of delegates for the 
various powers is thus finally established. 

The agenda for the opening conference which will take 
place at the Foreign Office tomorrow (Saturday) at 3 p.m. 
was afterward arranged. 

The meeting finally examined the question of publicity to 



be given to the discussions of the conference, and unani- 
mously approved the following text to be handed to the 
press in the name of the five great powers : 

"The representatives of the allied and associated powers 
have given earnest consideration to the question of publicity 
for the proceedings of the Peace Conference, and they are 
anxious that the public, through the press, should have the 
fullest information compatible with safeguarding the su- 
preme interest of all, which is that a just and honorable 
settlement should be arrived at with the minimum of 
delay." 

"It is, however, obvious that publicity with regard to 
the preliminary conversations now proceeding must be sub- 
ject to the limitations necessarily imposed by the difficult 
and delicate nature of their object. The proceedings of a 
peace conference are far more analogous to those of a cabi- 
net than to those of a legislature. Nobody has ever sug- 
gested that cabinet meetings should be held in public, and, 
if they were so held, the work of government would become 
impossible. One reason why meetings of cabinets are held 
in private is in order that differences may be reconciled, and 
an agreement reached before the stage of publicity is begun. 
The essence may be conveyed to the public, but in order that 
its conclusions should be subject to the consideration of a 
popular chamber, and to free and open discussion, the allied 
and associated powers are holding conversation in order to 
solve questions which affect the vital interests of many na- 
tions, and upon which they may at present hold many diverse 
views. 

"These deliberations cannot proceed by the method of a 
majority vote. No nation can be committed ; except by the 
free vote of its own delegates. The conclusions arrived at 
in these consultations, therefore, can only be formed by the 
difficult process of reaching an agreement among all. 

"This vital process would only be hindered if the discus- 
sion of every disputed question were to open by a public 
declaration by each delegation regarding its own national 
point of view. Such a declaration would in many cases be 
followed by premature public controversy. This would be 
serious enough if it were confined to controversy between 
parties within each State. It might be extremely danger- 
ous, if, as would often be inevitable, it resulted in contro- 
versy between nations. 

"It is also extremely important that negotiations should 
be not only just but speedy. Every belligerent power is 
anxious for the early conclusion of peace in order that its 
armies may be demobilized and that it may return once 
more to the ways of peace. If premature publicity is given 
to the negotiations, the proceedings of the peace conference 
would be interminably protracted, and the delegates would 
be forced to speak, not only of the business before the con- 
ference, but to concern themselves with the controversies 
which had been raised by the account of their proceedings 
outside. 

"Finally, there will often be very strong reasons against 
announcing the conclusions of the conversations as they are 
arrived at. The representatives of a nation may be willing 
to give their assent on one point only, provided they receive 
a concession on another point which has not yet been dis- 
cussed. It will not be possible to judge of the wisdom and 
justice of the peace settlement until it can be viewed as a 
whole, and premature announcements would lead to misap- 
prehensions and anxiety as to the ultimate results for 
which there was no real foundation. 

"In calling attention, however, to these necessary limita- 
tions of publicity, these representatives of the powers do not 
underrate the importance of carrying public opinion with 
them in the vast task by which they are confronted. They 
recognize that unless public opinion approved of the results 
of their labors they will be nugatory. 

"This reasoning applies with conclusive force to the pres- 
ent conversations between the representatives of the great 
powers." 

With regard to the full conference, the following rule was 
adopted : 

"Representatives of the press shall bef admitted to the 
meetings of the full conference, but upon necessary occa- 
sions the deliberations of the conference may be held in 
camera." 
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January 20. — The text of the official communique read : 

The President of the United States of America and the 
Prime Ministers and Foreign Ministers of the Allied Govern- 
ments, assisted by Baron Makino and the Japanese Ambas- 
sador in Paris, met at the Quay d'Orsay this morning be- 
tween 10.30 and 12 o'clock. 

M. Noulens, the French Ambassador to Russia, who re- 
turned a few days ago from Archangel, addressed the meet- 
ing and gave particulars of the situation in Russia. 

The next meeting will take place on Tuesday at 10.30 
o'clock in the morning to hear the remarks of M. Scavenius, 
the Danish Minister in Petrograd, who left the Russian 
capital very recently. 

January 21. — The official communique was brief. It ran 
thus: 

The President of the United States, the Prime Ministers 
and Foreign Ministers of the Allied Powers, assisted by the 
Japanese representatives, met today at the Quay d'Orsay 
from 10.30 a.m. to 12.45 p.m. in the morning and in the 
afternoon from 3 p. m. to 5 p. m. 

In the morning M. Scavenius, Danish Minister to Russia, 
gave all the information at his disposal on the various 
parties In Russia. 

[n the afternoon the discussion of this question was con- 
tinued. Very great progress toward an agreement was made 
and it is hoped to formulate a concrete proposal on this 
subject tomorrow. The question of the procedure of the 
conference was then discussed. 

January 22. — The official communique had to do with the 
solution of the Russian domestic problem and the repre- 
sentation of Russia in the Conference. Its text will be 
found on page — . 

January 23. — The text of the official communique issued 
follows : 

The President of the United States, the Prime Ministers 
and Foreign Ministers of the Allied and associated Powers, 
and the Japanese representatives met this morning at the 
Quay d'Orsay. The meeting proceeded with the examination 
of the agenda for the plenary meeting of the Conference on 
Saturday. The following questions were considered for this 
purpose : 

First — International legislation on labor. 

Second — Responsibility and punishments in connection 
with the war. 

Third — Reparation for war damage. 

Fourth — International regime of ports, waterways, and 
railways. 

In addition, the meeting began consideration of the pro- 
cedure to be adopted with regard to territorial questions. 

January 24. — Two important communications were made 
by the Council, one having to do mainly with examination 
by a specially constituted commission of the quota of troops 
to be assigned along the western border during the armistice, 
and the other conveying a warning to bellicose nations and 
fractions of nations. The text of these communiques follows : 

The Supreme War Council met this morning from 10.30 to 
12.30, and was attended by the President of the United 
States of America, the Prime Minister and Minister for 
Foreign Affairs of the British Empire, France and Italy, as 
well as the Secretary of State of the United States of 
America, the British Secretary of State for War and the 
French Minister of Munitions; representatives of the 
Japanese Government; Marshal Foch, accompanied by Gen. 
Weygand; Field Marshal Haig, Gen. Pershing. Gen. Diaz, 
Gen. Wilson, Gen. MacDonough, and the military represen- 
tatives of the United States of America, France, Great 
Britain, and Italy at Versailles. 

The Council conferred with Marshal Foch and the other 
military experts as to the strength of the forces to be main- 



tained by the Allied and associated Powers on the western 
front during the period of the armistice. 

It was decided to set up a special committee composed of 
Mr. Churchill, Mr. Loucheur, Marshal Foch, Gen. Bliss, and 
Gen. Diaz to examine the question. 

The Supreme War Council also agreed to recommend for 
the approval of the governments concerned the issue of an 
identic medal and ribbon to all the forces of the Allied and 
associated Powers who have taken part in the war. 

After the supplementary council the President of the 
United States of America and the Prime Ministers and 
Foreign Ministers of the Allied and associated Govern- 
ments, with the representatives of Japan, held a short meet- 
ing and agreed to the publication and transmission by wire- 
less telegraphy to all parts of the world of the following 
communication : 

The Governments now associated in conference to effect a 
lasting peace among the nations are deeply disturbed by the 
news which comes to them of the many instances in which 
armed force is being made use of in many parts of Europe 
and the east to gain possession of territory, the rightful 
claim to which the peace conference is to be asked to deter- 
mine. They deem it their duty to utter a solemn warning 
that possession gained by force will seriously prejudice the 
claims of those who use this means. It will create the pre- 
sumption that those who employ force doubt the justice and 
validity of their claims, and purpose to substitute possession 
for proof of right and set up sovereignty by coercion rather 
than by racial or national preference and natural historical 
association. They thus put a cloud upon every evidence of 
title they may afterward allege, and indicate their distrust 
of the conference itself. 

Nothing but the most unfortunate results can ensue. If 
they expect justice, they must refrain from force and place 
their claims in unclouded good faith in the hands of the 
Conference of Peace. 

The President of the United States of America, the Pre- 
miers and Foreign Secretaries of the United States, of the 
British Empire and France and Italy and the representa- 
tives of Japan met at the Quay d'Orsay this afternoon from 
3 o'clock until 5.15 o'clock. 

The mission of the Allies and associated great Powers to 
Poland was first discussed, and it was agreed that M. Pichon 
should prepare draft instructions to the mission for the ap- 
proval of the representatives of the powers. 

It was agreed that one press representative for each of 
the five great powers should be permitted to accompany the 
mission. 

The question of territory readjustments in connection with 
the conquest of the German colonies was then taken up. Sir 
Robert Borden, Prime Minister of Canada; Mr. Hughes, 
Prime Minister of Australia ; Gen. Smuts, representative of 
Gen. Botha, the Prime Minister of South Africa, and Mr 
Massey, Prime Minister of New Zealand, were present and 
explained the particular interest of the respective dominions 
in regard to this question. 

January 27.— The communiques dealing with today's ses- 
sions reads : 

The President of the United States, the Prime Ministers 
and Foreign Ministers of the Allied and associated Powers 
and the Japanese representatives met this morning at the 
Quay d'Orsay from 10.30 o'clock to 12.30 o'clock, and defined 
a program of work and the constitution of new committees 
for economic and financial questions as well as questions re- 
lating to private and maritime laws. 

The afternoon session continued the exchange of views on 
the former German colonies in the Pacific and the Far East 
The representatives of the dominions and of China were 
heard. 

The representatives of the Powers with special interests 
met this afternoon at 3 o'clock at the Quay d'Orsay under 
the presidency of Mr. Jules Cambon, Ambassador and French 
delegate at the Peace Conference, to appoint members of 
the missions in accordance with the decisions of the plenary 
session of Saturday, January 25. The following were ap- 
pointed : 

League of Nations— Paul Hymans, Belgium; Epitacio 
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Pessoa, Brazil; Wellington Koo, plenipotentiary, China; 
M, B. Vesnitch, Serbia; Jamme Batalkha Beis, Minister 
Plenipotentiary, Portugal. 

Besponsibility for the War — Belgium, not yet appointed; 
Serbia, Slobodan Yovanoviteh; Boumania, Mr. Bosenthal; 
Greece, M. Politis ; Poland, not yet appointed. 

International Labor Legislation — Belgium, M.Vandervelde 
and M. Mahaim ; Cuba, A. S. Bustamante ; Poland, not yet 
appointed ; the Czecho-Slovak republic, M. Benes. 

Begulation of Ports, Water-ways and Eailroads — Belgium, 
not yet appointed; China, H. E. Thomas and C. T. Wang, 
plenipotentiary delegates ; Greece, M. Coromilas ; Serbia, M. 
Trumbitch ; Uruguay, Carlos Blanco. 

January 28. — The communication issued today read as 
follows : 

The President of the United States, the Prime Ministers 
and Foreign Ministers of the United States, the British 
Empire, France, and Italy and the representatives of Japan 
held two meetings to day — the first from 11 a. m. until 12.30, 
and the second from 4 to 6.30 p. m. 

An exchange of views took place on the German colonies 
in the Far East and the Pacific, and on those in Africa. 

The representatives of the dominions were present at 
these two sessions; the representatives of China at that in 
the morning, and the Marquis Salvago (Italy) at that in 
the afternoon. In the morning the delegates of Australia, 
New Zealand, China, and Japan were heard. 

In the afternoon Henri Simon, French Minister of the 
Colonies, explained the views of his department on colonial 
questions. 

In addition, the fundamental principles of the League of 
Nations and their application were considered. 

January 29. — Two communiques were issued: 

The President of the United States, the Premiers and 
Foreign Ministers of the Allied and Associated Governments 
and the Japanese representatives held two meetings. The 
morning sitting was devoted to hearing reports of delegates 
who made general statements on the Polish situation and 
Polish claims. In the afternoon the Czecho-Slovak delegates 
gave their views on the question of the industrial basin in 
Silesia, situated between Bohemia and Poland. 

Since Monday last Mr. Barnes (British Minister without 
portfolio) has been conferring with prominent British trades 
unionists and representatives of India and the dominions on 
the draft of a scheme for the international regulation of 
conditions of employment. The scheme has been closely ex- 
amined, and the experience of all present at the conference 
has been freely placed at Mr. Barnes' disposal. Many valu- 
able suggestions have been made, and it is felt that full 
light has been given to the views of organized British trade 
unionists. 

The conference concluded at noon, and the draft scheme 
agreed upon will be submitted to the international commis- 
sion on labor regulation which was appointed on Saturday 
last at the Peace Conference. 

January 30. — The Council took important action provi- 
sionally, relative to the control, under "mandatory" powers 
granted by a League of Nations, of Germany's former 
colonial possessions and lands and peoples formerly subject 
to Turkey. The communique read : 

The President of the United States, the Prime Ministers 
and Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the Allied and associated 
Powers, as well as Japanese representatives, today held two 
meetings at the Quay d'Orsay, the first from 11 till 1 and 
the second from 3.30 to 6. 

Exchange of views continued on the German colonies in 
the Pacific and in Africa in the presence of their representa- 
tives of the dominions, and Monsieur Simon, the French 
Minister of the Colonies, and of the Marquis Saluago 
Baggoi. 

In the afternoon satisfactory provisional arrangements 



were reached for dealing with the German colonies and the 
occupied territory in Turkey Asia. 

In the afternoon meetings the Belgian delegates were 
present. Monsieurs Hymans, Vandenheuver, and Vander- 
velde were accompanied by Monsieur Orta, who explained 
the Belgian point of view concerning the Congo. 

It was further decided that the military representatives 
of the Allied and associated Powers at Versailles should be 
asked to meet at once and present a report as the most 
equitable and economical distribution among these powers 
of the burdens of supplying military forces for the purpose 
of maintaining order in the Turkish Empire, pending the 
decisions of the Peace Conference regarding the government 
of Turkish territory. 

January 31.— The President of the United States of 
America, the Prime Ministers and Foreign Ministers of the 
Allied and associated Powers and the representatives of 
Japan met this afternoon at 3 o'clock. 

The delegates of the great powers composing the inter- 
allied commission which wiU shortly proceed to Poland, 
were introduced to state the conclusions which they had 
reached after hearing the representatives of Poland and of 
the Czecho-Slovak republic regarding the provisional exploi- 
tation of the industrial district of Teschen. 

After listening to the reports made by M. Noulens and by 
Gen. Gothe, in the name of their colleagues, the Allied Minis- 
ters decided to send to Teschen Allied delegates for the pur- 
pose of assuring a peaceful exploitation in agreement with 
the Czechs and the Poles, pending a territorial settlement of 
the question by the conference. 

A statement of the views of the respective interests and 
rights of Boumania and Serbia in the banat of Temesvar 
was then heard. M. Bratiano and M. Mishu represented the 
Bumanian government, and the Serbian delegation was 
composed of M. Pachitch, M. Vesnitch, and M. Trumbitch. 

February 1.— No plenary session of the Conference was 
held. The Council met and its doings are thus recorded : 

The President of the United States of America, the Prime 
Ministers and Foreign Ministers of the Allied and associated 
Powers and the Japanese representatives met this afternoon 
at the Quay d'Orsay from 3 p. m. to 6.15 p. m. 

The Conference approved the text of the provisional agree- 
ment between the Czecho- Slovaks and the Poles proposed by 
the delegates of the powers regarding the Teschen (Austrian 
Silesia) district. 

The instructions to be given to the inter-allied commission 
which is to proceed to Poland were definitely decided upon 
and approved. 

The Bumanian delegates, Messrs. Bratiano and Misu, were 
then introduced. M. Bratanio made a detailed statement of 
Bumanian claims. 

February 3.— The ofilcial announcement read : 

The President of the United States, the Prime Ministers 
and Ministers for Foreign Affairs of the Allied and asso- 
ciated Powers and the Japanese representatives met today 
at the Quai d'Orsay from 11 a. m. to 1 p. m. They heard 
M. Venizelos' statement of the claims of Greece, which will 
be continued at 11 a. m., after which the Czecho-Slovak dele- 
gates will again be heard. 

After the meeting of the commission on a Society of Na- 
tions the following announcement was issued : 

The commission met to compare views on procedure and to 
arrive at a method which will facilitate progress. It was 
agreed that an accord in principle had been reached by the 
resolution previously passed by the Conference and that the 
discussion should proceed accordingly at the next meeting, 
which is called for 8.30 o'clock Tuesday evening at the Hotel 
de Crillon. 

An official communication issued today by the commission 
on the responsibility for the war and its conduct, says : 

The initial meeting of the commission on the responsibility 
for the war and its conduct was held today at 3 o'clock at the 
Ministry of the Interior, and was attended by the delegates 
of the Powers represented on the commission. Bobert Lan- 
sing, Secretary of State, and chief representative of the 
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United States, was chosen president of the commission, and 
Sir Gordon Stewart, of the British delegation, and Senator 
Seialoia, of the Italian delegation, were chosen vice-presi- 
dents. M. de la Pradelle was appointed secretary of the com- 
mission. 

It was decided to appoint three sub-committees, two for 
the examination of questions of law and one for the exami- 
nation of facts. The following persons were named as a 
committee of three to nominate members of the above- 
mentioned sub-committees and to determine the mandate 
under which the sub-committees in question will act: W. F. 
Massey, of the British delegation ; M. Tardieu, of the French 
delegation, and M. Politis, Greek delegate. 



RUSSIA AND THE CONFERENCE 

FRANCE DECLINES TO RECOGNIZE THE SOVIET OOV- 

ERNMENT-THE ALLIED COUNCIL INVITES 

ALL RUSSIAN FACTIONS TO A 

SPECIAL CONFERENCE 

Russia's internal condition being what it was when the 
representatives of the nations arrived in Paris, they at once 
were faced with the necessity of making some decision as to 
recognition or rejection of the various factions seeking ad- 
mission to the Conference. Moreover there was the equally 
urgent necessity of deciding upon a policy of increase of 
Allied forces within Russia or of their withdrawal. 
Through the "indiscretion" of an American journalist a 
Parisian journal, sympathic with the Bolshevik regime, 
was given information coming from responsible American 
officials showing that Great Britain and the United States 
were much more favorably inclined toward recognition of 
the Soviet government than was France and other of the 
Allies. 

On January 11, the French Foreign Minister's confirma- 
tion of this intimation came, in the form of an official com- 
munication, in which Stephen Pinchon, the Minister in ques- 
tion, said: 

On January 5, 1919, the British Embassy sent me a British 
proposition, which also was sent to Rome, Washington, and 
Tokio, suggesting the sending of a message to the Govern- 
ment of the Soviets at Moscow, to the Governments of Gen- 
eral Kolchak at Omsk, General Denikine at Ekaterinodar, 
and Nicholas Tschaikovsky at Archangel, and also to all the. 
other Governments constituted by the different Russian 
nationalities. 

This message would invite all these Governments and all 
Russian parties completely to cease hostilities, violence and 
reprisals and establish peace, both, among each other and 
with the neighboring States. This truce would be requested 
for the duration of the Peace Conference, one of the ends of 
which is to re-establish peace in Russia and the neighboring 
countries and bring the desired succor to the suffering popu- 
lations. 

In case the various Russian Governments, including that 
of the Soviets, should comply with this invitation, they 
would be permitted to send delegates to the Peace Confer- 
ence. 

While rendering full homage to the generous spirit of 
universal reconciliation with which the British Government 
was inspired in making this proposition, the French Govern- 
ment is unable to give its approval to such a suggestion 
which fails to take into account the principles which have 
not ceased to dominate its policy and that of the powers in 
Russia. 

The criminal regime of the Bolsheviki, which does not 
represent in any degree that of a democratic government or 
furnish any possibility whatever of developing into a govern- 
ment, since it is supported solely by the lowest passions of 
anarchical oppression, in negation of all the principles of 



public and private right, cannot claim to be recognized as a 
regular government. 

Will Make No Contract with Crime. 

If the Allies were weak or imprudent enough to act thus 
they would give the lie, in the first place, to the principles of 
justice and right which constitute their force and honor and 
would give to the Bolshevist propaganda in the outside 
world a power and extension to which they would run the 
risk of being the first victims. The French Government, so 
far as it is concerned, will make no contract with crime. 

By agreeing to recognize the Bolshevist Government we 
should give the lie to the policy— which the Allies have not 
ceased to sustain in agreement — of furnishing at all acces- 
sible points of Russia all the aid and succor possible to give 
to the healthy, honest, faithful elements of Russia in order 
to help them escape from the bloody and disorderly tyranny 
of the Bolsheviki and to reconstitute a regular government 
by themselves. 

It may be added that, aside from the Bolsheviki, the Allies 
can perfectly well admit the different Russian nationalities 
to present their claims. As regards the dangers with which 
the menace of the Red armies threaten them, we should not 
cease to supply arms and money and even military support 
compatible with our aims. 

Method and patience combined, together with the impos- 
sibility that any regime can last without a regular organiza- 
tion for maintaining, provisioning, transport, order, credit, 
&c, will in the end overcome Russian internal anarchy. It 
may be prolonged for a certain time, but it can in no case 
possibly triumph definitely, and we shall continue resolutely 
to refuse it any recognition, and to treat it as an enemy. 

For the next week discussion of the problem became more 
acute in and out of the Council, as the result of this frank 
declaration by France, and this debate together with hap- 
penings in Russia of a kind favorable in a military way to 
the Soviet Government, brought about, first a solidifying of 
the Anglo-American sentiment favorable to a Fabian policy, 
and second modification of the French, Italian and Japanese 
attitudes, 

For on January 23 the Supreme Council issued the follow- 
ing statement anent Russia and the Conference : 

The President of the United States, the Prime Ministers 
and the Foreign Ministers of the allied and associated 
Powers and the Japanese representatives met at the Quay 
d'Orsay between 3 and 5.30 this afternoon and approved the 
proposal of President Wilson, which reads as follows : 

The single object the representatives of the associated 
Powers have had in mind their discussions' of the course 
they should pursue with regard to Russia has been to help 
the Russian people, not to hinder them or to interfere in 
any manner with their right to settle their own affairs in 
their own way. 

They regard the Russian people as their friends, not their 
enemies, and are willing to help them in any way they are 
willing to be helped. It is clear to them that the troubles 
and distrust of the Russian people will steadily increase, 
hunger and privation of every kind become more and more 
acute, more and more widespread and more and more im- 
possible to relieve unless order is restored and normal con- 
ditions of labor, trade, and transportation once more created, 
and they are seeking some way in which to assist the Rus- 
sian people to establish order. 

No Attempt at Dictation. 

They recognize the absolute right of the Russian people to 
direct their own affairs without dictation or direction of any 
kind from outside. They do not wish to exploit or make 
use of Russia in any way. 

They recognize the revolution without reservation and will 
in no way and in no circumstances aid or give countenance 
to any attempt at a counter revolution. 

It is not their wish or purpose to favor or assist .any one 
of the organized groups now contending for the leadership 
and guidance of Russia, as against the others. Their sole 



